Cheshunt Free Church Newsletter October 2025

Services in October

5% Worship with Kathleen Laing
12t Worship with Sandra Rose
19" Worship with Mark Robinson

26t™ Worship with Anna Erikson

Dear Friends

October always brings change we can see and feel. The mornings are cooler now, evenings draw in
more quickly, and the trees begin to turn and let go of their leaves. We notice it as we walk, as we
drive, even as we look out of the window.

The writer of Ecclesiastes puts it simply: “For everything there is a season, and a time for every
matter under heaven.” Those words are a reminder that change is part of life; in nature, in our
communities, and in our own journeys of faith. Some changes bring joy, others bring challenge,
but God is present in them all.

For some of us, autumn is a favourite season; full of colour, freshness, and beauty. For others, the
shortening days can feel heavy. And many of us carry our own changes in life just now: family
milestones, health concerns, shifting routines. In all these seasons, God’s promise is steady; a
presence that does not let us go.

As churches, we share this together. We celebrate harvest and give thanks. We pray for those who
struggle. We look out for one another. We keep learning how to live as people of hope, trusting
that God can bring fruit even in seasons that feel bare.

So as October unfolds, | encourage us all to notice the signs of God’s presence around us; in the
changing light, in worship that gathers us, in the kindness of a neighbour, in the quiet strength of
prayer. Every season is held in God’s hands, and so are we.

Blessings,

Mark

Prayers for October

Week 1 — Living Through Change

Theme: Trusting God in seasons of change.

Focus: Those beginning new stages in life, those facing uncertainty, and those seeking God’s
guidance.

Week 2 — God’s Presence on Shorter Days

Theme: God’s light in times that feel heavy or weary.

Focus: Those who struggle with health, loss, or the shortening of days, and all who long for
renewal.



Week 3 — The Gift of Community
Theme: Walking together through all seasons.
Focus: Our churches, friendships, and families; giving thanks for the support and care we share.

Week 4 — Hope for the Future

Theme: Trusting God who holds every season in love.
Focus: Prayers for peace in the world, for creation’s care, and for courage to sow seeds of hope.

Pastorate Update

Matthew 6:33
“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you."”
Dear all,

We hope that you had some special time with friends and family over the summer and enjoyed
some relaxing moments in the sunshine, which we have been very blessed with this year!

From Stepanka

The following business meetings took place over the last month: Joint Elders meeting; Broxbourne
Elders meeting; Cheshunt Elders meeting; Hertford Elders meeting; and Cheshunt Church
meeting. Preparation, taking part in, producing minutes and following up on actions from the
meetings are currently taking up majority of my working time. The next business meeting will be
the Hertford Annual General meeting on the 5" October.

Much work has also gone into the part-time Children and Youth Worker recruitment process. Mark,
Dorothy, Rosemary and | are all part of the recruitment team. Three candidates have now been
interviewed and one is coming back for the second part of the interview, which will involve
interacting with children at Youth Church during the Broxbourne URC Harvest service on Sunday
28" September.

The pastorate now has a new Safeguarding Policy. It was endorsed by the Elders and signed by
Revd Mark. It was also commended by the Synod Safeguarding Officer as an 'excellent
Safeguarding Policy' - something | am very proud of! The next step is for the policy to be adopted
by the church meetings, which will be done over the next couple of months. It is attached to this
email, available on our website and will shortly be on display in all the churches. Please take time
to read through it.

You will also notice the safeguarding posters being on display at your churches. They are there to
provide a quick reference on who to contact if you are worried about a child or adult at risk. A little

clue - in most cases it would be your Church Safeguarding Coordinator = me

The URC Broxbourne Christmas Craft Market will take place on Saturday 29" November from
10.30 am to 2 pm, see the attached flyer. Please save the date, spread the word and let Dorothy
Blatcher know if you would be willing to volunteer. There are 12 guest craft stalls so far organised
by Mary Bite and the Woodalls are again in charge of refreshments and lunches.

There will be changes happening for Cheshunt Free Church in the near future. Please pray for the
Cheshunt fellowship as these changes unfold that they will know God’s peace and strength and for
Mark to know how to best guide the church in this season.



All Nations students will be starting their final academic year on Easneye grounds next week.
Please pray for them and for the future of the college. If you would like to book an Afternoon Tea,
please see the available dates under this link: https://www.allnations.ac.uk/events/afternoon-tea

From Mark

This past month has been busy and carried moments of renewal, thanksgiving, and creativity
across our pastorate.

At Broxbourne, we shared in a service of commemoration and rededication, reflecting on how God
knows us through and through from an early age. The whole congregation took part; children and
adults alike, with voices, prayers, and actions woven together in worship. It was a good reminder
that the Spirit's call embraces all generations, and that each of us has a place in the life of God’s
people.

At Hertford, we gathered for our Harvest Festival. The harvest table was beautifully adorned as a
rich sign of God’s abundance. During the service, gifts were joyfully brought forward and placed on
a second table, a living act of thanksgiving, generosity, and hope. We reflected on the way God
uses small, ordinary things to do the extraordinary. That is what the kin’dom of God is made of. We
now look ahead to our Harvest celebrations at Broxbourne and Cheshunt, where we will once
again bring our gratitude into worship.

I look forward to seeing Jill Nugent's Summer Harmony Project display, a creative expression of
our pastorate’s theme of harmony, in which some of us took part. It is always encouraging to see
the gifts of art and imagination used to draw us into reflection and shared life together.

| also want to share something more personal with you. In 2021, during my sabbatical and just
before my induction as minister in our pastorate, | began a theological project exploring people’s
perceptions of God and church in suffering and trauma. What started as a short dissertation
gradually grew into something larger: a theological novel. | am happy to tell you that a publisher
has now agreed to publish it later this year. My hope is that this book will speak into our shared
human experience with honesty and with faith. And perhaps . . .just perhaps, it might even make its
way as a Christmas gift, something that holds together story, theology, and hope.

Bible Passage for Reflection

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; God’s mercies never come to an end; they are new
every morning; great is your faithfulness.” — Lamentations 3:22—-23

Where in our lives do we see God’s mercies made new? How can we open ourselves more fully to
the daily gift of God’s faithfulness?

Prayer
Faithful God,

We give thanks for the renewal of our commitments, for harvest gifts freely offered, and for the
creativity that brings fresh witness to your love.

Bless our congregations as we worship and serve together.
Renew our trust in your mercies, morning by morning,

and guide us to walk in hope, generosity, and love ~ Amen.



A Poem

On Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way

Vast sandy, sea-lapped beaches glow in warm sunshine

Frothy waves tickling the shore, backed by shapely curves of mountains.
There are rocks for scrambling, dunes for climbing and puddles for paddling.
Wild gusty winds and sprinkly rain bring a vitality to the ocean

Sending powerful waves across the beach.

Nearby shelters offer cover, pubs a hearty meal.

Broad green vistas dotted with tall, graceful trees

Are visible from country lanes, bordered by fuchsia strewn straggly hedgerows.
Stone castles appear on the horizon, wildflowers dot grassy meadows,
Glistening waterfalls splash into cool pools.

Aruined priory sits amongst family gravestones and flat fields

Reflecting communities that live on fruitfully, thanks be to God.

Eco tips

Take a walk and marvel at God’s bounty. It’s a mast year for oak trees, there are countless acorns.
Other trees have followed suit, producing many chestnuts, conkers, berries, apples. Enjoy it.

Prepare bird feeders ready for the colder months, site them where birds feel safe to visit, keep them
topped up over the winter.

Avoid tidying up the garden too much as wildlife benefits from the untidiness, the extra food and
shelter that it offers.

Collect autumn leaves and get creative, printing, painting or drawing with them to create colourful
pictures. Make some into cards to give away.

Drop in art afternoon

Tuesday 14" October 2-3.30 pm
Broxbourne URC Lounge

Drop in to explore creatively using a variety of art materials



