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October 2025

Minister: Revd. Mark Robinson 07510782031 revdmarkr@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Amanda Harwood 
Pastorate Administrator: Stepanka Moysey Mobile 07362592580 urcnlvg@gmail.com
Guest editor: Dorothy Blatcher

Dear Friends, 
October always brings change we can see and feel. The mornings are cooler now, evenings draw in more quickly, and the trees begin to turn and let go of their leaves. We notice it as we walk, as we drive, even as we look out of the window.
The writer of Ecclesiastes puts it simply: “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” Those words are a reminder that change is part of life; in nature, in our communities, and in our own journeys of faith. Some changes bring joy, others bring challenge, but God is present in them all.
For some of us, autumn is a favourite season; full of colour, freshness, and beauty. For others, the shortening days can feel heavy. And many of us carry our own changes in life just now: family milestones, health concerns, shifting routines. In all these seasons, God’s promise is steady; a presence that does not let us go.
As churches, we share this together. We celebrate harvest and give thanks. We pray for those who struggle. We look out for one another. We keep learning how to live as people of hope, trusting that God can bring fruit even in seasons that feel bare.
So, as October unfolds, I encourage us all to notice the signs of God’s presence around us; in the changing light, in worship that gathers us, in the kindness of a neighbour, in the quiet strength of prayer. Every season is held in God’s hands, and so are we.

Blessings,
Mark

……………………………………………………………….
Prayer Themes for October 2025 – from Mark
Week 1 – Living Through Change
Theme: Trusting God in seasons of change.
Focus: Those beginning new stages in life, those facing uncertainty, and those seeking God’s guidance.
Week 2 – God’s Presence on Shorter Days
Theme: God’s light in times that feel heavy or weary.
Focus: Those who struggle with health, loss, or the shortening of days, and all who long for renewal.
Week 3 – The Gift of Community
Theme: Walking together through all seasons.
Focus: Our churches, friendships, and families; giving thanks for the support and care we share.
Week 4 – Hope for the Future
Theme: Trusting God who holds every season in love
Focus: Prayers for peace in the world, for creation’s care, and for courage to sow seeds of hope.
Natasha Appiah led our service on 31st August on the theme of ‘The Lamp and the Light’. 
We welcomed Julian Templeton from Synod and Ola Lawal to this special service.  Julian observed Natasha for the final assessment of her preaching course. [image: A black and white drawing of a lantern

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]For the call to Worship, Natasha chose Psalm 119 verse 105 "Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. Natasha introduced her theme: the Lamp (God's word) and the Light (God's guidance) based on Psalm 119 verses 102 - 106 . The title of her sermon was ‘Jesus is the Light to our Path.’ Hymns included SoF 1419 Light of the World. We are delighted to tell you that she passed.  A just reward for all the dedication and many hours of work that this course has involved. Congratulations Natasha and thank you for a service full of light! 
Our services in October and early November 
	5th Oct
	
	John Danso

	12th 
	Communion. 
Extraordinary Church Meeting – changes at Cheshunt Free Church 
	Mark Robinson

	19th
	
	Laura Marlow

	26th 
	
	Mark Robinson

	2nd Nov
	
	David Ronco

	9th Nov
	Remembrance Sunday 
10.15 service. 10.45 parade to war memorial. 1st Broxbourne Guides joining us. Service in our church for those unable to go to the war memorial. 
	Mark Robinson




Safeguarding 
Our pastorate has a new Safeguarding Policy, for adoption by our church meeting on 23 November. Stepanka has circulated it with the latest Pastorate News (See the last pages of this magazine). Thank you Stepanka! 
Enfield and E Herts Local Area Group Risk Assessment and Safeguarding training Saturday 4 October 
Interactive sessions open to anyone within the church, at Bush Hill Park URC 10-12.30am. Contact Vivienne Legg safeguarding@lrurc.org.uk by 3rd October to book a place.
Would you like to be our kitchen steward? 
While the cleaner keeps the floors and worktops clean, we need someone to replenish supplies, check inside cupboards and clean appliances. Please! Speak to Diane if you can help. This was one of the many jobs done previously by Dorothy and Gordon Kelso.
A summer ‘Harmony Project’ Jill Nugent 
Jill sends a thank you to those who contributed to the summer harmony project. Altogether there are 20 'pages' which are now on display in the lounge at Broxbourne. 
Jill’s next art drop is on Tuesday 14th October, 2-3.30 in the lounge. 
 
CHURCH ACTIVITIES FOR YOUR DIARY

[image: ]COMET Mondays 2-4pm Please come along if you enjoy togetherness - meeting friends over a cuppa in the church hall and having a chat and possibly a game of Rummikub.  
We have been pleased to see Julia at COMET and wish her a continued good recovery.
SHORT MAT BOWLS 7.30 Every Thursday evening in the church hall. Please speak to Alan Earl if you would like to join.
AFTER EIGHTS A programme of interesting talks in the church hall on the first Tuesday of the month 2-4pm.  If you are interested in attending a meeting please speak to Brenda McAuliffe or Marion Hall - or just go along The next talk is on Tuesday 7th at 2.00pm’A notebook, a whistle and a truncheon’ Keith Baldwin. All welcome. 
PRAYER GATHERING every Wednesday at 8pm via Zoom for approximately 45 minutes. All are welcome to come and pray silently or aloud, or to be still and enjoy an oasis of peace - please contact Rosemary Woodall for further information email rosemary.woodall@ntlworld.com or to be included in the circulation list.
BIBLE STUDY and refreshments in the Oasis Room at 2pm on Wednesdays. The next dates are 1st and 29th of October. 
Laurence writes: 
On the 19th March the church started a new Bible Study Group in the oasis room shortly after 2pm. This meeting has continued since that time more or less once a fortnight on a Wednesday afternoon. Generally, the meeting kicks oﬀ by catching up with church news over a cup of coﬀee or tea. The study commences with a short word of prayer and then we read the selected passage of scripture. I then ask questions relating to this passage which invariably result in a lively debate where everyone is encouraged to share their views on the subject in hand. The object of the exercise is
to help each other to realise how the chosen passage aﬀects us in our daily lives, to make new discoveries about who God is, what it means to be a Christian and how to apply what we have learned. We often agree to diﬀer.
Amongst the passages we have studied so far are Genesis chapter 1, John chapter 2, 2 Corinthians chapter 12, 2 Kings chapters 6 & 7 and John chapter 3. Future studies may include passages from the book of Revelation and Jeremiah. The meetings normally conclude at around 3.30. All are welcome.

Christmas Craft Market Saturday 29 November 10.30-2.00
Please let me know if you can help in any way, setting up, running a stall, packing away, standing in while a stall holder grabs a break etc. 
If you would like to book a stall, please would you do so through Mary Bite hallletssec@hotmail.com (many thanks Mary) Tables are £12.00. 
There will be many craft stalls, light lunches, refreshments and favourite church stalls. There will not be china and glass or bric a brac.
We need: 
Home baking and preserves, labelled with ingredients for Diane’s stall
New items for gifts
New or as new toys (Toy service is on 7 December) 
Please advertise and encourage your family, friends and neighbours and to come along. Posters are available for distribution. (The full poster includes our church name and location) 
Dorothy Blatcher 
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Christmas ChoirThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

Calling all those that love to sing!
Last year our small singing group sang at the Carols by Candlelight Service.  Our efforts made the service even more special and were much appreciated. And just as importantly – those of us that sang had fun and thoroughly enjoyed singing together. Building upon that experience and success, we want to create some more harmony as we head for the culmination of our theme of Harmony for 2025.
We are gathering a small group to sing an item or two at our Carols by Candlelight service on Sunday 15th December. Our choices will not be too ambitious or too serious but will be enjoyable!
We have already got a few people interested in being part of the group, along with Debi to support and lead us, but would love a few more to join us.  We intend to have one practice for about an hour after the service on the morning of Sunday 8th December, hopefully another practice sometime during the following week – at a time by mutual agreement - and then a final practice before the actual service.   We would give you the music in advance.
The only criterion for joining the group is that you enjoy singing!  Is this you?    Hope so.This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

If so, please speak to 
Rosemary –or Dorothy B. 

Preparations for Christmas   
Do you like decorating for Christmas? – if so, come and help decorate the downstairs of the Church building before the Christmas Market which is on 29th November.  If you have ideas, that would be wonderful, but not a necessity; we need more people to decorate trees, put up lights and other decorations, everything will be provided.  No dates for this task have been fixed yet, but please speak with Helen or Diane before the end of October and we will put everything in place.  
We hope to hear from you soon, Helen and Diane.             
OUR CHURCH - A History of the United Reformed Church, Broxbourne 
Dr David Davies has published his welcome history of our church. Our Editor, Julia Davies, has included sections from this history in previous church Magazines. Copies are now available from David. Thanks David! 


ADVANCE NOTICE OF EVENTS
OCTOBER 
Sunday 12 October 
Extraordinary Church meeting following the service
Focus: changes at Cheshunt Free Church
Wednesdays 1st and 29th October 2-4 pm Bible Study Group with Laurence
NOVEMBER 
9th Remembrance Sunday - earlier start time of 10.15am 
Sunday 23rd, Church meeting following the service 
DECEMBER 
Sunday 7th 10.30am Toy Service 
14th 10.30am Carols café
6.30pm (not 6pm) Carols by Candlelight with the Broxbourne Handbell Ringers  
21st Christingle Service – led by Rosemary Woodall and our young people
25th Pastorate Christmas Day Service at Broxbourne URC

EVENTS IN OUR CHURCH HALL in October 
Tuesday 21st 7.30 for 8pm Friends of Lowewood Museum  ‘MR BOWLES and his GARDEN at MYDDLETON  HOUSE’ – Bryan Hewitt
Saturday 18th 7.30pm Hoddesdon Music Club Trio Celadon flute, saxophone and piano. Music by Muczynksi, Dring, Liebermann, Leigh and a sparkling Carmen fantasy. Arrangements suitable for all. 
Tuesday 30th 8.00pm SE Herts RSPB Natural History photographer Andy Sands presents ‘Upper Teesdale: the management of an upland grouse moor’. You do not need to be an RSPB member. Contact: Dorothy Blatcher
	Young Life Open Mike Night 18th October 7pm 
Fun and music hosted at the YL building, 101 Burford St, Hoddesdon. Local talent as well as some of our youth throughout the night. 
 Hopefully see you there. James Blunderfield. 


Invitation from the Parish Church. Judith Hyde is organising the usual Harvest Supper for Saturday 11th October at 5.30pm in the Parish Centre, all welcome.  Donations on the day for the Bishop's Harvest Appeal.  Please email hydehaven@ntlworld.com if you'd like to go.  

Amanda’s Eco-Hint for October 2025
Well, it looks like it’s going to be an early Autumn.  Frosts have been predicted for Scotland and will soon follow further south.
Plants – the big suggestion from Gardeners’ World is to plant any new and/or vulnerable plants as soon as possible, while the soil is still warm.  Any plants may need protection from frosts, either in a greenhouse/ cold frame, or covered with old sheets, newspaper, plastic sheets or similar. Bulbs also can be planted, though tulips benefit from later colder, deeper planting, even up to December/early January. Any pots which are not frost-proof should be raised off the ground and wrapped in bubble wrap or plastic bags for protection.
Wildlife – As predicted, the birds have gobbled up all the early berries etc.  This will mean a very hard winter for not only the resident birds but also any visiting birds.  Imagine flying all the way from Africa or Siberia for your winter feast, only to find that the locals have eaten it all!  Tired and hungry, they will be in difficulties.   So, if you have any fruit bushes, please leave some for the wildlife.  Fallen apples/pears will be appreciated, wrigglies included. Or, for those who prefer to eat high up, you could try skewering some apples on a branch or twig in amongst the tree branches. To be continued in the November edition. 

PASTORATE UPDATE ISSUE 14 
Matthew 6:33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you."
Dear All,
We hope that you had some special time with friends and family over the summer and enjoyed some relaxing moments in the sunshine, which we have been very blessed with this year!
 From Stepanka
The following business meetings took place over the last month: Joint Elders meeting; Broxbourne Elders meeting; Cheshunt Elders meeting; Hertford Elders meeting; and Cheshunt Church meeting. Preparation, taking part in, producing minutes and following up on actions from the meetings are currently taking up majority of my working time. The next business meeting will be the Hertford Annual General meeting on the 5th October.
Much work has also gone into the part-time Children and Youth Worker recruitment process. Mark, Dorothy, Rosemary and I are all part of the recruitment team. Three candidates have now been interviewed and one is coming back for the second part of the interview, which will involve interacting with children at Youth Church during the Broxbourne URC Harvest service on Sunday 28th September. 
The pastorate now has a new Safeguarding Policy. It was endorsed by the Elders and signed by Revd Mark. It was also commended by the Synod Safeguarding Officer as an 'excellent Safeguarding Policy' - something I am very proud of! The next step is for the policy to be adopted by the church meetings, which will be done over the next couple of months. It will shortly be on display in all the churches. Please take time to read through it.  
 You will also notice the safeguarding posters being on display at your churches. They are there to provide a quick reference on who to contact if you are worried about a child or adult at risk. A little clue - in most cases it would be your Church Safeguarding Coordinator = me 
The URC Broxbourne Christmas Craft Market will take place on Saturday 29th November from 10.30 am to 2 pm, see the attached flyer. Please save the date, spread the word and let Dorothy Blatcher know if you would be willing to volunteer. There are 12 guest craft stalls so far organised by Mary Bite and the Woodalls are again in charge of refreshments and lunches.
There will be changes happening for Cheshunt Free Church in the near future. Please pray for the Cheshunt fellowship as these changes unfold that they will know God’s peace and strength and for Mark to know how to best guide the church in this season. 
All Nations students will be starting their final academic year on Easneye grounds next week. Please pray for them and for the future of the college. If you would like to book an Afternoon Tea, please see the available dates under this link: https://www.allnations.ac.uk/events/afternoon-tea
From Mark
This past month has been busy and carried moments of renewal, thanksgiving, and creativity across our pastorate.
At Broxbourne, we shared in a service of commemoration and rededication, reflecting on how God knows us through and through from an early age. The whole congregation took part; children and adults alike, with voices, prayers, and actions woven together in worship. It was a good reminder that the Spirit’s call embraces all generations, and that each of us has a place in the life of God’s people.
At Hertford, we gathered for our Harvest Festival. The harvest table was beautifully adorned as a rich sign of God’s abundance. During the service, gifts were joyfully brought forward and placed on a second table, a living act of thanksgiving, generosity, and hope. We reflected on the way God uses small, ordinary things to do the extraordinary. That is what the kingdom of God is made of. We now look ahead to our Harvest celebrations at Broxbourne and Cheshunt, where we will once again bring our gratitude into worship. 
I look forward to seeing Jill Nugent’s Summer Harmony Project display, a creative expression of our pastorate’s theme of Harmony, in which some of us took part. It is always encouraging to see the gifts of art and imagination used to draw us into reflection and shared life together.
I also want to share something more personal with you. In 2021, during my sabbatical and just before my induction as minister in our pastorate, I began a theological project exploring people’s perceptions of God and church in suffering and trauma. What started as a short dissertation gradually grew into something larger: a theological novel. I am happy to tell you that a publisher has now agreed to publish it later this year. My hope is that this book will speak into our shared human experience with honesty and with faith. And perhaps . . .just perhaps, it might even make its way as a Christmas gift, something that holds together story, theology, and hope.
Bible Passage for Reflection
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; God’s mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” – Lamentations 3:22–23
Where in our lives do we see God’s mercies made new? How can we open ourselves more fully to the daily gift of God’s faithfulness?
Prayer
Faithful God,
We give thanks for the renewal of our commitments, for harvest gifts freely offered, and for the creativity that brings fresh witness to your love.
Bless our congregations as we worship and serve together.
Renew our trust in your mercies, morning by morning,
and guide us to walk in hope, generosity, and love ~ Amen.
Website: https://nlvg.org.uk			Distribution: Debbie Boskovic: 
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