
 

 

 Minister:      Revd.  Mark Robinson      07510782031 revdmarkr@gmail.com 

  Treasurer:   Amanda Harwood   Tel No. 07931882563  E-mail :  harwoodamanda2@gmail.com 

  Pastorate Administrator:   Stepanka Moysey   Mob  07362592580     urcnlvg@gmail.com     

 

 We all make plans 

but just recently  

plans have been 

totally disrupted 

by events.  The 

weather has 

played havoc with 

travel in most of 

the UK during the 

past few days.  

Scotland copes 

well with snow-fall 

but the problem 

recently was a 

powerful storm. 

It’s maddening 

when plans are 

disrupted—and 

sometimes it is 

tragic.  Acts of 

God are one thing 

but as I write this 

week there has 

been news of 

more stabbings 

bringing young 

lives to an abrupt 

and horrific end.  

There has also 

been the court 

case in Liverpool 

which will sadly 

have brought little 

understanding to 

the parents, rela-

tives and friends 

of all those in-

volved in the 

dance class attack. 

February 2025 

Dear Friends, 
 
As we step into February, we are re-
minded of two profound themes: reve-
lation and love. This month, we contin-
ue in the season of Epiphany, a time in 
the church calendar that celebrates the 
revelation of Christ to the world, begin-
ning with the visit of the Magi guided by 
a star. Epiphany invites us to reflect on 
the ways God reveals Godself to us to-
day and how we, in turn, can respond 
with awe and surrender. 
 
For some, February can feel heavy 
amidst the joy of others. Please know 
that wherever we are on our journey, 
God’s light shines for us, and this com-
munity is here to support each other. 
You are not alone. 
 
This season, I encourage you to take a 
moment each day to reflect on where 
you see God’s light breaking through in 
your life. Consider pausing at midday to 
pray the Lord’s Prayer, reconnecting 
with God in the rhythm of your day. If 
you are able, you’re warmly invited to 
join one of our prayer gatherings. Jill 
leads a short act of worship with Celtic 
liturgy and prayers at Broxbourne; dates 
will be advertised. Additionally, we 

meet online every Wednesday evening 
for 45 minutes of prayer, reflection, and 
moments of silence. These gatherings 
are wonderful opportunities to share 
and celebrate God’s presence together. 
 
February also brings us Valentine’s Day, 
a moment to reflect on love—not mere-
ly as sentiment but as the self-giving 
love of God. “We love because God first 
loved us” (1 John 4:19). Rooted in this 
divine love, we are called to reflect that 
love in our relationships, our communi-
ties, and our world. 
 
Together, these themes challenge us to 
live as people of light, bearing witness 
to the transforming power of love in all 
we do. As Jesus said, “You are the light 
of the world. A city built on a hill cannot 
be hidden” (Matthew 5:14). 
 
May this month inspire us to connect 
with God, see Christ’s light in new ways, 
and share that light through love, kind-
ness, and grace in every aspect of our 
lives. 
 
Blessings, 
Mark 
 
 

Jill Nugent writes: 
Drop in art group 
Tuesday 11 February 2-3.30 pm 
Broxbourne URC Lounge 
Drop in to have a go at being creative using a selection of art materials. 
 
Lunch time worship 
Friday 14 February 1-1.30 pm 
Broxbourne URC Lounge 
An informal act of worship including Celtic liturgy & prayers. 
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                 REGULAR CHURCH ACTIVITIES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

COMET   Please come along if you enjoy togetherness - that is meeting friends over a cuppa in the church hall and 

having a chat and possibly a game of Rummikub.  There are occasionally special sessions such as fish and chips.  It is 

on Mondays, 2-4pm, in the church hall.   

SHORT MAT BOWLS  Every Thursday evening in the church hall.  Please speak to Alan Earl  if you would like to join. 

AFTER EIGHTS  is now open to gentlemen as well as ladies.  A programme of interesting talks in the church hall on 

the first Tuesday of each month from 2pm-4pm.  If you are interested in attending a meeting please speak to Bren-

da McAuliffe or Marion Hall - or just go along at 2.00pm. 

REGENT REGALE  an informal get-together  for  gentlemen on the last Wednesday of the month. 

PRAYER GATHERING  every Wednesday at 8pm via Zoom for approximately 45 minutes.  All are welcome to come 

and pray silently or aloud, or to be still and enjoy an oasis of peace - please contact Rosemary Woodall for further 

information rosemary.woodall@ntlworld.com or to be included in the circulation list.  

      Feb 

       2nd 

  10.30 am 

   

 

        Brox URC      

     

                  Jackie Hall 

 

    

        9th 

  10.30am 

   

 

         Brox URC 

 
                   Kathleen Laing            

 

     16th 

  10.30 am 

 

        Brox  URC 

   

                   Mark Robinson 

                   Communion             

  

     23rd 

  10.30 am 

 

       Brox  URC 

      

                   John Danso 
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 ADVANCE NOTICES  

Feb 10th  7pm  Church Meeting 

March 6th   Joint Elders Meeting 

         March 7th   World Day of Prayer 

         March  12th  Elders Meeting 

         March 16th  Bring and Share lunch after the service 

IN OUR CHURCH HALL— FEBRUARY 

  4th             2.00pm  After Eights   A Talk about the Air Ambulances.          

18th             7.30pm   Friends of Lowewood  talk on Fever—explores the diseases which have gripped the County  

            since the 1300s 

25th            8.00pm   SE  Herts RSPB ZOOM 8pm .  Martin Ketcher ’The British Trust for Ornithology I Hertfordshire.  

          Contact:   se_herts_repb@yahoo.co.uk   

Amanda’s Eco-Message of the Month : 

Eco-Hint for February 2025    Time to double-check for 

cold spots, where you are losing heat:   cover keyholes which 

allow cold in/ heat out;                                                                 

fix draught tape to the sides of doors to block gaps,  cut strips 

of cardboard (cereal boxes are good), fold and pin to the 

sides of doors; 

close internal doors to make smaller spaces to heat; 
put a blanket or old curtain up at the door to prevent 
draughts; 
close curtains early to form a temperature barrier and reduce 
condensation 
Wear an extra jumper and a nice fluffy warm blanket round 
your knees 

 
 
If tap water is icy cold, fill kettles overnight – by morning the 
water will be at room temperature.  And store hot water in 
flasks to save electricity. 
Bring tender bulbs and plants indoors for storage, e.g. begon-
ias, dahlias and fuchsias. 
Poinsettias will grow next year.  Water only when soil is dry; 
spray leaves;   keep warm away from draughts 
Keep feeding/watering birds and changing sand-baths. Times 
are hard for them.  Natural food is vanishing. 
Don’t move sacks/boxes which may be sheltering wildlife 
over winter.    If you have one, put out bird boxes – they will 
be used by other species as well.   Put out bundles of twigs, 
cane offcuts etc for insects and bees to shelter. 

 

         Broxbourne Food Bank        

   

  Please remember to bring donations to the foodbank as our communion offering.   

 

                     WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

World Day of Prayer 7th March 2025 
Prepared by the women of the Cook Islands.  Very 
different from last year’s service which was written 
by the women of Palestine.  
St Augustine’s C of E Church, Broxbourne is hosting 
the morning service at 11am, followed by lunch 
7:30 for 8pm Hoddesdon Baptist Church, Old Essex 

Road, Hoddesdon, EN11 8HX (same service)  
The service is based on Psalm 139 with the theme ‘I 
made you wonderful’.  It is, as always, a beautiful 
service. We shall be sharing this with every church 
denomination throughout the world.  Truly a time 
to ‘Praise the Lord’ for the unique WDP movement. 
All are invited. 
Our representative is Natasha Appiah. Thanks Nata-
sha! 

ASTHMA INHALERS – RECYCLING.  We are planning to have a recycling box in the Upper Room to take asthma in-
halers, so save your inhalers and look out for more information. 
 

Clothing Collection for Refugees 
Churches Together are still collecting coats—as their clients in the hotel are moving on they find their 
supplies are dwindling again.  Please donate a warm coat if you can. 
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Proverbs 16:3 

Commit to the Lord whatever you do, 

and he will establish your plans. 

  

Dear all, 

Here we are, already 20 days into 2025. Happy new year to you! May the Lord’s favour rest on you as you continue 
to trust in Him.  

 From Stepanka  

My admin duties keep me busy. I get quite a few emails and keep on top of a list of action points that we discuss in 
1:1 meetings with Mark. I have also offered to take on some of Mark’s tasks during his absence. I keep a schedule 
of all ‘business meetings’ so that they are reasonably spaced across the year and the pastorate.  

When it comes to Elders and Church meetings, I do a lot of preparation beforehand and include updates under the 
agenda items so that the meetings can run smoothly. It blesses me when the Elders find my efforts helpful. We 
have just had Elders and Church meetings in Cheshunt. Next month, there will be a Church meeting in Broxbourne 
on 10th February. The Joint Elders meeting will be on 6th March and Broxbourne Elders meeting on 12th March. 

The grant for the Children's and Youth worker has been approved and I have scheduled a Zoom meeting with Lor-
raine (Thames North Synod Children’s and Youth Development Officer) for the end of February. In the meantime, 
Dorothy and Rosemary will need to draft/update the necessary documents including Job description, Person specifi-
cation, information about the pastorate etc., in good time for the meeting and discuss where and when to advertise 
and then interview. I have offered help with editing of the documents. Please pray for all the work surrounding this 
important appointment and that the right person will apply.  

 I am currently also focusing on safeguarding. I am updating the Safeguarding Policy and am filtering through im-
portant safeguarding information and training requirements for the pastorate. I will be shortly sharing information by 
email on how to report a safeguarding concern, which all of you need to be familiar with. 

I would also like to share with you that this year is my 50th birthday. I love sunshine and need more of it in the winter, 
so, as a treat for my birthday, I am flying with my family to sunny Gran Canaria, which has a warm climate all year 
round. I will be away from Wednesday 12th to Thursday 20th February, back at work on Monday 24th February. 
Please note that there will be no Pastorate email update in February.  

From Mark 

On the final Sunday of 2024, it was a joy to lead the joint service at Cheshunt with the Cheshunt and Broxbourne 
congregations. Together, we celebrated the hope, joy, peace, and love that Christ’s birth brings and reflected on the 
Word made flesh, encouraging us to carry Christ’s light into the new year. 

On the first Sunday of the New Year, at Hertford, we shared Communion, praying and praising God for warmth, 
hospitality, and nourishment throughout the year. We thanked God for the light we find in Christ and in one another. 
These blessings remind us of God’s abundant goodness and the hope we carry into 2025. 

 The second Sunday of 2025 marked Broxbourne’s annual rededication service - a meaningful time of recommit-
ment to God’s service and the renewal of our covenant. It was uplifting to reconnect in worship and community, and 
to reflect on the many blessings God has poured out on our lives. Through God’s grace, we are encouraged to walk 
forward in faith and service. 

 I am thankful for the healing progress in my eyesight following successful surgeries at Moorfields Eye Hospital. 
While my vision has improved significantly, my surgeon has advised against straining my eyes to ensure proper 
healing. As a result, I’ve limited screen time and reading to 20-minute intervals. This week, my optician declined to 
test my eyes as my vision needs to stabilise further before issuing a prescription. Although I had hoped my vision 
would have fully settled by now, the surgeon is not concerned. I am deeply grateful for the skill and dedication of the 
medical team and give thanks to God for sustaining grace during this time. 

Bible Passage for Reflection   Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
– Isaiah 60:1 

During this season of Epiphany, how can we arise and shine in our daily lives, allowing God’s glory to be visible 
through our words and actions? 

 Prayer 

Loving God,  We thank you for the light of Christ that has come into the world, illuminating the path of hope, peace, 
and love. Strengthen us to be bearers of this light, bringing comfort and joy to those around us. Guide us in times of 
uncertainty and remind us of your presence in every moment. May your light shine brightly through us in the year 
ahead ~ Amen. 

 
 



 

  

          

Rosemary writes:   

Let’s sing again!  

The seven of us that made up the informal singing group for our Service of Lessons and Carols, along with Debi to 

accompany us, enjoyed the experience greatly and had fun.  After the service several of you said that you had 

enjoyed hearing us and others said that they were sorry not to have been able to join the group.  

Moving forwards, it has been suggested that we do something similar at Easter, possibly as part of the service on 

Easter Sunday morning (20th April) when we will be welcoming back Pearce Robinson (Mark’s son) to lead our 

service.  Those that I’ve spoken to so far are keen to sing again and Debi is happy to again support and guide us. 

If you would like to be part of an informal singing group on that occasion, please put the date in your diary and 

watch out for future updates.       Rosemary  

07740 460118  
  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Amanda writes:*- 
There have been a number of collections in 2024.  To clarify, here is a list of charities and amounts. 
 
Unicef                                                                                                     £160.70  
    (two Gaza appeals, summer and December) 
 
Young Life                                                                                              £120.00 
     (Christmas Market tithe) 
 
The Children’s Society                                                                         £167.41 
       (Christingle Service) 
 
Carols by Candlelight service split between 
Air Ambulance  (Bell-Ringers’ charity)                                             £90.06 
And  
SENSE (the charity supporting born deaf-blind  
                 babies/children and their parents)              £90.06 
                 Christmas Offerings and donations           £281.00       £371.06 
Cheques have been sent off to all these charities.   Thank you all for all your kindness and generosity. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

David Davies writes: 

Churches Together Unity Service Strikes a High Note 

The annual Unity Service held by Churches Together in Hoddesdon, Broxbourne and Wormley on Sunday, January 26th at 7pm 
at St Augustine’s Church in Broxbourne was a big demonstration of togetherness by the churches in the group. There was a 
band playing, refreshments were provided and the church was packed.  It was good to see so many people who were keen to 
work and pray together.  

During the prayer session representatives of each church shared items for praise and prayer for their church and the next rep-
resentative prayed for the previous church and mentioned items for praise and prayer for their church, and this continued 
until all churches were prayed for. The session concluded with a general prayer for all the churches. 

Ben Quant, the Minister for Wormley Free Church, then gave a rousing sermon, referencing Marvel films, walking on water 
and his new cycling jacket. The evening concluded with an appeal from Young Life International who stressed the importance 
of the work they do with young people in the area and the funding issues they currently face.  
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 Mark writes: 
 
Friends, 
 
This year, we are introducing monthly prayer themes to guide our reflections and prayers as a church 
community. Each month, these themes will help us focus on different aspects of our relationship with 
God, one another, and the world.    You will find the prayer themes shared in our monthly newsletters, 
weekly notices and Duty Elders will also announce the weekly themes during our services. 
For February, our themes center on light and love, reflecting the season of Epiphany and God’s revela-
tion to the world. As we engage with these themes, may we grow in faith, unity, and purpose as we 
walk together in God’s light. 
 
Blessings, 
Mark 
Here are February’s prayer themes, inviting us to reflect on the light and love of God in this season of 
Epiphany: 
Four Prayer Themes for February 
Week 1: The Light of Revelation 
Scripture: “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you” (Isaiah 60:1). 
Focus: Pray for open hearts to see where God’s light is revealing new truths in your life, in the church, 
and in the world. Ask for courage to respond to God’s call. 
Week 2: Reflecting God’s Love 
Scripture: “We love because God first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 
Focus: Pray for a deeper awareness of God’s love and for the strength to reflect that love in your rela-
tionships, especially where healing or reconciliation is needed. 
Week 3: Community as a Light 
Scripture: “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden” (Matthew 5:14). 
Focus: Pray for the church community to shine as a beacon of hope and harmony, reaching out to those 
in need and fostering unity. 
Week 4: God’s Presence in the Everyday 
Scripture: “The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?” (Psalm 27:1). 
Focus: Pray for God’s light to guide your daily actions, bringing peace and purpose to ordinary mo-
ments. Ask for an awareness of God’s presence in the small, quiet parts of life. 
 


